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Editorial 


Who are the fascists? 


It is becoming fashionable, particularly amongst members of the Labour 
Party’s shadow cabinet, to describe Margaret Thatcher as a fascist and 
suggest that she is engaged upon the task of hauling Britain into some sort 
of fascist state. Denis Healey, for instance, has recently described her as 
‘‘a female Franco, Petain in petticoats’’. The Shadow Foreign Secretary’s 
knowledge of European history is such that we do not believe he would 
seriously defend such remarks, which were probably intended more as 
rhetorical flourishes than as a serious analysis of contemporary Britain. 
Nevertheless, these remarks have been echoed, amongst others, by Tony 
Benn and Neil Kinnock, and have received a deal of coverage in the press. 

Even as knockabout debating points, terms such as these must be 
handled carefully. As Tribune has already pointed out, ‘‘The problem 
about being too free with such epithets is that they do not leave suitable 
words in reserve if and when the time comes to identify the real thing’’. 

Searchlight has always argued for a rigorous approach to the use of 
characterisations such as ‘fascist’ and ‘nazi’. This was not least of all 
because of the urgent task which faced us in the mid- and late-1970s to pin 
the label ‘nazi’ on to the National Front, an achievement which would 
have been meaningless if everyone from the Bow Group rightwards were 
being similarly labelled. We have consistently drawn distinctions between 
the authoritarian far-right and racist right, which usually enjoy an 
existence only in relation to the Conservative Party, and the openly fascist 
or nazi right, which as a rule, has an independent existence, explains the 
world quite differently, and has a rather more murderous set of objectives 
in mind. (If Thatcherism were indeed fascism we would not currently be 
speculating upon the date of the next General Election.) 

We would also differ with the view expressed by A. Sivanandan, in his 
keynote speech to the recent London conference on Challenging Racism 
(reprinted on pages 17-18), that Mrs Thatcher has created a society which 
is ‘‘near fascist’’. There is no denying the serious rightwards and 
authoritarian shift in the centre of political gravity which has occurred 
under this government, nor the increasing strengthening of the state, but 
unpleasant as they are, they bear little comparison with what would be the 
central intentions of a fascist regime. 

Happily, some of the rigour for which we have in the past argued in 
Searchlight has etched itself into the thinking of some sections of the left, 
and editorials have appeared in Tribune, The Morning Star and Socialist 
Worker, taking to task those Labour Party leaders who have been a little 
too free and easy in their use of terms like ‘fascist’ to describe 
Thatcherism. Nobody would dispute that under Thatcher the rhetoric of 
militant nationalism and the practise of the strong state have re-entered 
British politics in a way unknown since the war. But in the fight against it, 
it is quite as important to know what Thatcherism is not, as to know what 
it is. 


Murder in Enfield 


At 3.30 in the morning of 20 March, Jack Sedler, aged 81, a leading 
member of the Jewish community in Enfield, and his 79 year-old wife 
Pearl, were murdered in an arson attack on their home. As the police 
officers conducting the investigation are claiming that there is no history 
of racial violence in the area to suggest a politically-motivated attack, 
Searchlight decided to conduct its own preliminary investigation (see pages 
10-12). This reveals clearly a long history of nazi and racist violence in the 
borough directed at both the Jewish and Asian communities. If local 
police are not equipped to look into the possibility of a political motive in 
these murders, then Police Commissioner Sir Kenneth Newman should 
send in the Anti-Terrorist Squad, with the backing of Special Branch and 
the massive files it holds on extremist groups. 


ON 11 April in Belfast, fourteen members of the outlawed Ulster 
Volunteer Force were gaoled for a total of 200 years and two life 
sentences. They had been convicted, on the testimony of UVF 
‘supergrass’ Joseph Bennett, of forty-five charges including 
murder, conspiracy to import weapons and membership of an 
illegal organisation. During the trial, the court was told that UVF 
members had travelled to Belgium to arrange a massive purchase 
of weapons from the neo-nazi VMO (Flemish Militant Order). 
Searchlight has been investigating the affair. 


In 1980, two UVF members left 
Belfast for Antwerp in Belgium. They 
were Joseph Bennett and John Irvine. 
At their trial last month, it was 
reported that their VMO contact was 
known simply as Albert. Searchlight 
can reveal that he was Albert Eriksson, 
a leader of the VMO, and that the 
meeting took place at his seedy nazi 
bar, the Cafe Odal. 

The deal being discussed between 
Eriksson and the UVF was simple: the 
VMO would provide the £50,000 worth of 
guns on the UVF shopping list, but would 
supply explosives free if the UVF began a 
campaign of bomb attacks against Jewish 
targets on the British mainland. 

Irvine told Eriksson that he had no 
authority to agree a deal involving attacks 
in Britain and would have to report back to 
his ‘‘Brigade Staff’’ in Belfast. 


Steve Brady — 
the pig in the 
middle? 


ONE curious aspect of the whole affair is 
the place of well-known British nazi 
Steve Brady, formerly the League of St. 
George’s International Officer, and now 
active in the National Front. 

As we revealed last August, Brady 
wrote to UDA leader Andy Tyrie in May 
1980, suggesting ‘the establishment of 
friendly and useful liaison” with the 
VMO. The contact address he provided 
in the letter is Albert Eriksson’s “Odal” 
cafe in Antwerp, the scene of the 
UVF/VMO arms negotiations only a 
couple of months later. He also suggests 
that VMO leaders should be invited to 
Belfast; they arrived the following 
December. 

This could, of course, all be simple 
coincidence, but Brady has boasted in 
the past of his UVF connections. It is no 
surprise, therefore, particularly in the 
context of the rank and file overlap 
between some UDA and UVF members 
on Belfast’s Shankhill Road, to see his 
suggestions to the UDA apparently 
being acted upon so quickly by the UVF. 


The following Christmas, two VMO 
representatives travelled to Belfast for 
further talks. They repeated that as part of 
any deal the UVF would have to agree to 
bomb Jewish targets in Britain. Although 
the deal subsequently fell through, VMO 
activists did travel to Belfast for training in 
bomb making and ‘explosive handling. 
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Advertisement for Eriksson’s cafe in VMO 
journal Alarm. 


Albert Eriksson. 


Their trainer was John Irvine. 

Part of the reason that the deal collapsed 
(quite apart from the UVF Brigade staff’s 
simple reluctance to begin operations on the 
mainland) was that in the meantime they 
had successfully brought in a consignment 
of seventy-three weapons from the United 

Continued over... 


Vlaamse Militanten Orde (Flemish Militant Order): the VMO isc a paramBlitary 
body many thousands strong, which is strong enough to defy Belgian low and 
stage uniformed marches. It has taken "military action" againet leading 
Com.unists, and its members are trained in soldiering and (illegaliy) firearns. 
Before being accepted into the VMO, members are expected to prove their 
courage by doing a parachute jump from an aircraft. The VMO also run "cafes" 
(pubs) in most Flemich towns. Having seen the VMO in action I would say that 
it istwell-disciplined and its members ere of a high calibre. The Commander 
of the VMO is Albert Eriksson, the Deputy Commander is Roger Spin:ewijn. (I 
know Spinnewijn quite well - as Erékrson does not sneak Mnglish most British 
contact is with Spinnewijn, whose English is quite good). fhe HQ is at 
“"Lokaal Odal", Ballaerstraat 80, Antwern. I should say that. in terms of 
organisational structure, nature of activities and general set-up the VMO is 
the only organisation in Europe similar to the UDA - they secm to do much the 
same things in much the same way as you do. 


From Steve Brady’s letter to Andy Tyrie. 
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A letter from Brady to another fascist showing his close knowledge of UVF violence. 


States, including an M60 machine gun and 
a number of armalite rifles. They had also 


successfully raided a Provisional IRA 
weapons dump, from which the haul had 
included Rocket Propelled Grenade 
launchers. 

When Searchlight asked Eriksson if he 
had been the UVF’s Belgian contact he 
replied ‘‘Yes, that was me’’. When we 
pressed him about the arms deal he insisted 
that we would have to speak to VMO leader 
Roger Spinnewijn. 

Spinnewijn spoke to us of regular 
meetings with Ulster loyalists and recalled a 
single meeting with the UVF in Antwerp. 
He also admitted to visiting loyalist leaders 
in Belfast but strongly denied any 
involvement in talks about guns. ‘‘Look’’, 
he added, ‘‘If I was selling weapons then 
would I say so? Why would I tell you? I 
would not!”’ 

Asked why the UVF had travelled to 
Antwerp to meet him, he replied ‘“‘It’s 
difficult to answer. What can I say? They 
like to know how we work, and we are a 
little bit curious about them’’. He added 
triumphantly, ‘‘I have also seen people 
from the IRA’’. 

We questioned him about Steve Brady’s 
suggestion to the UDA’s Andy Tyrie that 
loyalists should forge links with the VMO: 
**Yes’’, he said, ‘‘I knew that at the time 
Steve Brady mentioned us in a letter to the 
UDA yes, they took up the 
recommendation’’. Brady’s letter was 
written in May 1980. When did the VMO 
meet the UVF? ‘‘I think maybe 1980’. 


Brady, wearing the sash of 
Lodge, on an anti-Pope march last year. 


Right-wing 
loses control 
of Tory 
students 


After three years of extremism, 
electoral malpractice and financial 
skulduggery, right-wingers have lost 
control of the Federation of 
Conservative Students. 

At the FCS annual conference, held 
recently in Durham, the incumbent 
chairperson Brian Monteith failed to be re- 
elected, and was replaced by Paul 
Goodman. In elections to the FCS executive 
a majority supporting Goodman was also 
elected. 


Accusations 


As in previous years, the run up to the 1983 
conference was characterised by 
accusations that ‘shell’ associations had 
been set up by the right in various colleges 
to secure over-representation of delegates at 
the meeting. Last year, the Conservative 
Party was forced to hold an inquiry into the 
affairs of its student body, following 
similar allegations, and others claiming that 
‘slush money’’ raised from right-wing 
businessmen by former chairperson Peter 
Young had been used to finance the 
activities of the ruling far-right faction. 
The hard-right were defeated when their 
Monday Club rivals decided to throw their 
votes behind Goodman and his supporters. 


On 11 April a 42 year-old Swedish 
journalist Bertil Wedin was cleared at 
the Old Bailey of being involved in 
break-ins at various anti-apartheid 
Organisation offices in London. 
Although he stood in the dock alone it 
was clear from the evidence that he 
had been involved with another man, 
Peter Caselton, now serving four years 
in prison after being sentenced in 
London earlier this year. Caselton anda 
professional burglar, Edward Aspinal 
who got an 18 month sentence in the 
same case, were conspirators in a plot 
involving the gathering of information 
for the South African government spy 
systems both in Europe and the black 
African states. 

Wedin, it was alleged, had been hired 
by the South Africans to help them 
gather information. The prosecution 
said that Wedin had supplied drawings 
of the target offices in London to 
Caselton who passed them to Aspinal. 
The South African Embassy in London 
was involved in the deal up to its neck 
through Warrant Officer Joseph Klue, 
an Embassy official who was later 
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Old Bailey trials 
reveal South African spy ring 


expelled from Britain. 

Wedin’s defence was that he was 
only doing his job as a political writer. 
He claimed that he had only done the 
work for a fairly short period of time 
and that he had been fooled by a front 
company who had hired him. The 
prosecution suggested that Wedin was 
paid £1,000 per month for his work. 

Wedin has a British wife and has 
lived in Tonbridge in Kent for some 
years. He was described as a former 
Swedish army officer. 

Searchlight has an altogether different 
view of Mr Wedin. We first came 
across him ten long years ago when 
one of our reporters was investigating 
the fascist and nazi infiltration of the 
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Monday Club and the Tory Party, an 
investigation which led to the 
resignation and expulsion of a number 
of leading racists and fascists from the 
Club and Party. 

Mr Wedin had lunch one day in the 
early seventies with our reporter, 
whom he took to be a right-wing 
activist. Wedin boasted about his 
international connections with pro- 
South African groups and _ several 
leading right-wing Tory MPs in the 
country. He also spoke about sleepers 
inside the Labour Party but was vague 
about who they were answerable to. 
He intimated that he worked in 
Sweden for a body which was very well 
funded and monitored the Trade Union 
and Socialist movement there. They 
had massive files on all the people they 
were keeping an eye on. His time in 
London appeared to be taken up by 
lunches with Tory MPs at their clubs 
and meetings with South African front 
organisations and their officers. 

Our reporter remembers him for his 
well-heeled appearance and his cold 
steel blue eyes that bore right through 
you. Like the perfect gentleman he left 
us his card. 

Anti-apartheid groups are still asking 
questions about the reasons for the 
conspirators’ business trips to black 
African states including Mozambique. 


British nazis’ 
man in the 


Cit 

ONE of the better-kept secrets on 
the far-right over the last couple of 
years has been the involvement in 
a number of nazi groups of a young 
man called Colin Campbell Rouse. 
With a highly-paid job and a bright 
future in the City branch of a major 
foreign bank, Rouse has taken 
great pains to conceal from his 
employers — and everybody else — 
his twilight existence in a world of 
nazis, psychopaths and terrorists. 

Rouse first came to notice several months 
ago when Bristol police investigated fraud 
allegations against former British 
Movement activists Norman Lewis and 
David Sneddon (see page 6). Lewis had 
been a senior member of BM and files of 
BM correspondence had been kept at 
Sneddon’s office. 

On file was a letter (right) from Rouse to 
another member, Chris Colgan, which 
made clear that Rouse was a keen BM 
activists who travelled considerably meeting 
other members. He admits his close 
association with Tony Malski, now of the 
National Socialist Action Party, and his 
involvement with Malski in organising 
Hitler birthday parties and demonstrations 
against CND and left-wingers. At the time 
he, was staying ‘‘care of my friend Tony 
Malski in Watford’’. 

But Rouse is a cut above the average 
NSAP thug. He works as an exchange 
dealer in the City of London branch of the 
Banque Nationale de Paris where his 
excellent career prospects have not 
inhibited his enthusiasm for neo-nazi 
activism. 

What it has mearit, though, is that he has 
carefully stayed in the shadows, and has not 
allowed his name to be publicly associated 
with BM, or the NSAP, or Eddie 
Morrison’s National Action Party, all of 
which he has been active with, and by 
whom he has been highly trusted. 

A year ago, for instance, when Malski 
was involved in discussions about a joint 
paramilitary camp with the Ulster Defence 
Association, Rouse provided 
accommodation for two UDA members at 
his own home. 

More recently he travelled to Belgium. 
Sources on the right have reported that on 
his return Malski and Morrison received 
briefings on his meetings with right- 
wingers. 

These relationships began to sour not 
long after this trip, and it has been 
suggested that a falling out with Malski was 
not unconnected with Malski frittering 
away a large donation, said to be £2,000, 
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which Rouse had put in to Malski’s newly- 
born paramilitary outfit. 

These ruptures became more pronounced 
just before Easter when Rouse was 
approached by a national newspaper 
investigating a tip-off which claimed that he 
had been present at a meeting in London 
where discussion centred on setting up a 
group to campaign for the release of nazi 
war criminal Klaus Barbie, the notorious 
‘Butcher of Lyons’. The career implications 
of publicity about an employee of a French 
bank being involved in such a campaign was 
not lost on a terrified Rouse. His 
nervousness was shared by another of those 
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involved, Eddie Morrison, whose travel 
agent employers do a heavy trade in 
holidays in France. 


Rouse is in a particularly difficult 
position. Ever since Malski’s trip to Paris 
two years ago to collect a consignment of 
detonators, the French authorities have had 
a keen interest in him and his associates. 

When Searchlight approached Rouse for 
his comments, he stated ‘“‘I no longer 
associate with these people. It’s a load of 
crap. The letter is a forgery. Just because I 
would not give money and would not 
participate in anything illegal, someone is 
trying to blackmail me’’. 


News of the World reporter wins 


Maurice Ludmer Prize 


Searchlight is pleased to 
announce that the first Maurice 
Ludmer Memorial Prize has been 
awarded to Fleet Street 
journalist Andrew Drummond. 

In May 1981 when Searchlight’s 
Editor Maurice Ludmer died after a 
life’s work devoted to the anti- 
fascist and anti-racist struggle and 
the trade union movement, the 
Editorial Board of the magazine 
thought it only fit to commemorate 
his work with the annual award of a 
prize for investigative journalism. 

The area of such investigation was 
fascist and racist organisations. A 
panel of judges studied entries from 
all areas of the media, including 
books, films, radio programmes and 
newspaper and magazine articles. 
Two television programmes came in 
for special praise. The first was 
London Weekend Television's 
programme on the League of St 
George in the Credo series. The other 
was also made by LWT for its series 
“Skin”. This was an investigation 
into the Deptford Fire. 

But the judges felt that Andrew 
Drummond's consistent work in the 
pages of the News of the World, the 
Sunday paper with the largest 
circulation in Britain, best measured 
up to the standards set by the panel. 
The articles were investigative and 
undertaken with great personal 
courage. He got right into the heart 
of many of the most violent and 
active neo-nazi groups during his 
research. As a result of this he has 
been marked down by active nazis 
as a special target for their hate. The 
second reason for the award is that, 
by convincing a hard nosed 
newspaper like the Vews of the World 
of the importance of telling its 
readers about what goes on inside 
such groups, Drummond was able 
to reach the widest possible 
audience. 

John Pilger, one of Britain's fore- 
most investigative writers and one 
of the judges, said of Drummond’s 
work: 

‘Andrew Drummond richly 
deserves this award, in itself an 
important contribution to the fight 
againstracism in Britain. Andrew’s 
articles reflected considerable 
courage and determination, perhaps 
the two qualities most needed in any 
investigative journalist. The Editor of 
the News of the World also deserves 
much credit for backing his man on 


assignments which others might 
have discouraged.” 

The Prize was organised by the 
National Book League and the 
judges panel consisted of John 
Pilger of the Daily Mirror, Peter Taylor 
of BBC Television and Donald Ross, 
editor of Labour Weekly. 

The Award was made to Andrew 
Drummond by Maurice Ludmer’s 
widow Elizabeth and twe of his 
daughters in London late last month. 

We are sure this is the way that 
Maurice would have wanted it. 


@ Andrew Drummond has worked in 
newspapers for 14 years and is a senior 
staff reporter at the News of the World 
with a particular brief to look at crime 
and extremist groups. 

In the process of this research into the 
far right, he joined right-wing groups, 
and, posing as a nazi, was party to 
meetings of European fascist groups and 
ex-SS men on the continent. 

On one occasion, he was a ‘reluctant’ 
member of a nazi group in Ostend, 
which set about a reporter from a sister 
paper (The Sun). He did not take part, 
but could not intervene if his cover was 
to be maintained. 

On another occasion, he took part in a 
military training camp in North Wales 
where fascists donned the uniform of the 
Parachute Regiment. 


Artist Dan Jones’ design for the Maurice Ludmer Memorial Prize. 


Will the real 
Richard 
Harwood... 


Exiles from history is the latest, cloth- 
bound, piece of anti-semitica from the pen 
of expatriate British fascist Dave 
McCalden. 

McCalden, it will be recalled, was one of 
the Strasserite upstarts of the NF who left 
in 1976 to form the National Party. Since 
then he established himself in California as 
office manager and errand boy for Willis 
Carto’s Institute for Historical Review and 
Noontide Press. 

Exiles from history describes itself as a 
psychohistorical study of Jewish self-hate 
and will be paid more detailed attention in a 
future issue of Searchlight. 

Interestingly, however, the book’s cover 
claims that ‘‘His earlier book Nuremberg 
and other War Crimes Trials (1978) was 
written under the publisher’s house nom de 
plume Richard Harwood’’. 

Last month, of course, we were able to 
prove conclusively that Richard Verrall 
was, in fact, the Richard Harwood who 
wrote Did Six Million Really Die? The 
question now is, just how many Richard 
Harwoods are there? 


Ulrich Tillman j Walther Kexel Odfried Hepp 


FRANKFURT TERROR CELL: THE ACCUSED 


Hans-Peter Fraas Dieter Sporleder Helge Blasche 


Pictured above are the six members of the Frankfurt nazi cell who are accused of carrying out bomb attacks 
on American military targets in West Germany. Tillman and Kexel were arrested at the Dorset home of lan 
Souter Clarence in February; Hepp was also staying with Clarence but is still on the run; Fraas, Sporleder and 
Blasche were all detained in West Germany days before the Dorset arrests. 
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We read a lot about lead pollution these 
days as it damages our young’s minds and 
bodies, but something else is abroad in the 
air of London which is also very unhealthy 
for those of our youngsters who use CB 
radios. 

Some enterprising nazi has _ been 
broadcasting hate programmes in_ the 
Redbridge area. Local CB breakers (users) 
are enraged by this idiot’s antics which 
include playing pre-recorded Ku Klux Klan 
songs over the airwaves. He has given 
himself the handle (name) of the Whisperer 
because most of his hate-filled drivel is 
delivered in a whisper to his listeners. 

Local leading CB enthusiast Charlie 


Laws who runs a 900-strong CB club said: 
‘This man is an idiot. He broadcasts filth 
and propaganda. The best advice I can give 
to anyone who picks him up is to ignore 
him’’. 

It is thought that he lives somewhere in 
the Gants Hill area of Redbridge. This is an 
area with a large Jewish and Asian 
community and it is clear whom he intends 
to get at with his broadcasts. 

The Board of Deputies of British Jews 
have asked anyone who can identify the 
Whisperer to ring them on 01-387 3952, or 
you can always ring Searchlight on 
01-607 2646. 


FASCISTS JOIN SOCIAL 
DEMOCRAT PROTEST 


Members of the National Front, including 
Martin Webster, joined in a rates protest 
organised by the Social Democratic Party at 
Islington Town Hall. 

The SDP led a protest of 200 people, on 
22 February, following leafletting of the 
local area, urging people to protest against 
a proposed 78 per cent rate increase. The 
SDP rally outside Islington Town Hall, 
which included National Front members 
carrying Union Jacks, was addressed by 
SDP MP George Cunningham. 

Some of the rally supporters went into 
the Council policy committee meeting, and 
it is reported that black councillors were 


Exploring links 
between race 
and peace 


National Christian CND is arranging a 
Conference entitled ‘‘All Faiths Race and 
Peace Conference’’, which will take place 
in May (see right). 

The aims of the conference are to explore 
the links between race and peace, to 
attempt to discover the reasons for so little 
ethnic involvement in the peace movement, 
and to discuss ways of improving the 
situation. 

Christian CND is appealing to other 
organisations or individuals to help fund 
this event by sponsoring it at the rate of £10 
for organisations or £5 for individual 
sponsors. Cheques should be made out to 
Christian CND and sent to: Pat Isiorho, 
435a Kingswood Road, Nuneaton. 


racially abused. Cleaners and other workers 
were also racially abused. 

Later George Cunningham MP said: 

‘‘T was present throughout the 
demonstration on the town hall steps. I did 
not hear a single racist remark’’. (/slington 
Gazette 11.3.83.) 


NAP attacks 
CND office 


Following the highly successful 
Easter peace demonstrations 
organised by the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament, the head 
office of CND in North London was 
attacked by fascists on 30 March. 
The building, in Finsbury Park, 
was daubed with graffiti and had 
bricks thrown through the windows. 
Members of Eddie Morrison's 
National Action Party, who have 
carried out a wave of similar attacks 
recently, were responsible. 
Amongst their other exploits have 
been paint spraying in West London 
and Kingston, Surrey, where 
recently they announced their 
intention to oppose a CND march 
through the town. Uninformed 
coverage of their plans in the local 
Surrey Comet has led to protests 
from the Labour Club at Kingston 
Polytechnic, who drew attention to 
NAP graffiti in the town and an 
attack on the local Labour Party 
headquarters. 


WELCOME 
TO BRITAIN 


When Clement Augustine, a school 
teacher from Ilford in Essex, went 
out for an evening with his brother, 
a medical student at the London 
Hospital, and two friends, a doctor 
and his university lecturer wife, they 
had intended to show the friends 
who were here on holiday from the 
West Indies what a_ traditional 
British country pub is like. What 
followed was more like a night out 
in America’s deep south. 

The pub they picked on was the Old 
Hainault Oak at Hainault in Essex. 


From the moment the four of them 
walked through the door they were 
abused by other customers with taunts 
of 


‘‘niggers’’ and then violently 
assaulted by what appears to have been a 
large number of the people in the pub. 
After suffering serious facial and other 
injuries from having glasses smashed in 
their faces they sheltered in a store 
room. The mob then tried to smash 
down the doors to get at them. The 
police, it appears, arrived just in time to 
stop what may have turned into a virtual 
lynching. 

The Jury at Snaresbrook Crown 
Court acquitted 22 year old hod carrier 
Anthony Sullivan of a charge of 
wounding with intent. A second man, 
gas worker Stephen Knights, aged 24, 
was cleared of causing actual bodily 
harm to Mr Augustine but fined £200 
plus £300 costs on a common assault 
charge. Knights himself suffered a 
broken nose. It is not clear from reports 
whether one of the visitors was able to 
defend himself or whether he was 
injured during his arrest. 


RACE and PEACE 
CONFERENCE 


= SATURDAY, MAY 7th, 1983 
: 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. 


County Hall, London 


Nearest Tube Station Waterloo 


: Speakers : 

2 GUS JOHN Author—“Youth & Race in the Inner City” 
= VERONICA WARE editor, searchtight) 
SAM LEE [editor of Roots) 

PAT ISIORHO [Race and Peace Researcher] 


Conference Chaired by DAVID ISIORHO 
Christian CND National Council 


Published by National Christian Campaign 
of Nuclear Disarmament 


Contact address conference organiser — PAT ISIORHO 


435a Kingswood Road, Nuneaton Tel. NUN 387159 


CONFERENCE FEE Waged £2 Unwaged £1. 
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Tales of 
misery and 
imagination 


There’s nothing that a male fascist 
likes more than to fantasise about two 
obsessions at once; and what better 
than a nice juicy fantasy of sex and 
race about black men and white 
damsels? Just the sort of thing to send 
the racially-pure blood haring round 
the veins during the long winter 
months. 

John Tyndall, an old hand at keeping his 
readers’ appetites seething with 
expectation, comes up trumps in February’s 
Spearhead with a lengthy piece taken from 
the American magazine National 
Vanguard. We know that the readership is 
in for a treat by the illustrating photograph: 
a Rastafarian (fully clothed) with his arms 
around a bare-breasted, blonde (oh so 
blonde) nordic maiden. And those 
unfortunate fascists, who can only manage 
the headlines of a Spearhead piece, can lick 
their lips at the sub-headings ‘Murder and 
Rape’, ‘Raw Masculinity’, ‘Turning to 
Non-Whites’, and throb with imagination 
at the overall title ‘Sexuality in a Sick 
Society’. 

Those who can manage the small print 
(and Mr T has deliberately made things 
easier for his readers by omitting the 
‘“‘extensive’’ footnotes which accompanied 
the piece in the United States) will not be 
disappointed: for here, with all manner of 
entertaining, salacious details, is just the 
sort of thing to reassure Mr T’s male 
supporters, young and old, of their Real 
Masculinity, and how there’s a million 
other blonde maidens eager to surrender all 
for the Real Masculine Male. 

The article starts off with a long word, as 
the author complains of the ‘‘demasculin- 
isation’’ of ‘‘the Western male’’. But don’t 
worry, the long-word is explained: the 
author is referring to ‘‘sexual inverts’ (on 
which subject Mr T writes so eloquently) 
and ‘‘the legions of sissies and weaklings, of 
flabby, limp-wristed, non-aggressive, non- 
physical, indecisive, slack-jawed, fearful 
males, who have not even a vestige of the 
old macho spirit left in them’’. Set your 
jaws, aggressive fascists, Spearhead has a 
message just for you. 


Off the wrist 


Limp wrists and slack jaws, it appears, 
have an effect which stretches across the 
whole racial horizon. Firstly, there are 
those ‘‘White males who still think like 
men’’ (readers of Spearhead and suchlike), 
but ‘‘are constrained from expressing their 
maleness in many of the ways which were 
natural in the past’’. In particular such 


Stiff-wristed, 
steel-jawed John 
Tyndall — still 
punchy after all 
these years. 


Males are finding it increasingly difficult to 
act in the ‘‘traditional role of provider and 
protector’’. 

The trouble is that many of these manly 
types have saddled themselves with mates, 
who ‘‘while not shrill man-haters by any 
means’’, nevertheless insist on going out to 


work. Don’t worry, trembling-jawed 
reader, Spearhead understands those night- 
time worries: ‘“The husband whose wife has 
a career outside the home feels less a man 
because of it, whether he will admit that or 
not’’. Let’s face it, ‘‘all the brave, new talk 
about marriage today being a partnership 
of equals does not change the basic, 
biological natures of men and women’’. 
And basic biology, as the virile need to be 
told, has no truck with any nonsense about 
equality: the man must be ‘‘the master in 
his house’’, ever prepared to draw ‘‘his 
sword or his gun in defence of his 
womenfolk’’: 


*‘When a father had some authority over 

his daughter, and a husband over his 
wife, another man approached either at 
his peril’’. 


Those good old days have long passed, 
and ‘‘demasculinisation’’? has produced 
some curious effects, particularly on the 
softer, ever mysterious half of humanity. 
Women have reactions which surprise even 
the most confident of fascists, and many 
white maidens, whose biology ill-equips 
them for equality and whose Nordic 
sensibilities are revolted by limp- 
wristedness, have (in their understandable 
but misguided feminine way) ‘‘responded 
to the perceived demasculinisation of their 


men’’ by turning ‘‘toward non-White 
males, who are perceived as more 
masculine’’. 


Then we have some stories about white 
girls who sleep with blacks, browns and 
generally off-whites in a ‘‘fruitless, 
instinctual search’’ for a Masterful Male. 
We hear about ‘‘Swedish, Danish, German, 


Dutch and English women’’ who head for 
the Mediterranean in search of ‘“‘the 
uninhibited, macho males there’’: 
‘*sometimes these tall, fair, daughters of the 
North, remain with their dark, Southern 
lovers for years’’. 

Let us pass over the details of German 
girls with Jamaican Rastas (‘‘one 
experiences the sight of a dozen blooming 
maidens following the lips of some talking 
Rasta’’), to sum up the author’s position: 
when women’s-lib-types started talking 
about equality, ‘‘something deep in the soul 
of White womanhood groaned’’: 


‘The hurt felt by the woman who needs 
a strong man and cannot find one 
surpasses all the other hurts to which the 
flesh is heir, and it often drives her to 
extremes of action destructive to both 
self and race’’. 


And so, the logic of biology enables the 
fascist to people his imagination with over- 
sexed nordic females panting for masculine 
males, and being inexorably drawn to ‘‘the 
raw, uncivilised, animal masculinity, which 
the Rastas consciously cultivate’’. After all, 
the Rastas, in the imagination of the 
drooling fascist seem to be a darker version 
everything which the fascist aspires to be: 
‘It is their unabashed sensuality, their 
wildness, their readiness to fight over any 
affront to what they think of as their manly 
dignity, their arrogant flaunting of their 
maleness which lure the civilised but male- 
hungry women of the decadent, effeminate 
West to them’’. 


Psycho-analysis 


Often, when turning the pages of the 
fascist papers month after month, it is hard 
not to see all the racist nonsense as an 
escape from some rather sad yearnings: no 
matter what the world might throw at you, 
it’s so comforting to be a Sexual and Racial 
Superior, or to have hidden information 
about a Secret Conspiracy (and ‘Sexuality 
in a Sick Society’ ends by claiming that 
‘‘the Jews’’ represent the most ‘‘pernicious 
elements in the feminist movement’’ and 
that ‘‘there can be no doubt that the Jews 
fully understand the destructive effect on 
Gentile society that their wielding of the 
feminist movement is having’’). 

For years psycho-analysts have been 
saying that sexual frustration and envy have 
lain at the root of racial bigotry, and in 
recent times feminist thinkers have linked 
prejudice with desperate desire to cling to 
the old traditions of male superiority and 
female inferiority. So desperate have the 
fascists become that they seem not to have 
the time to conceal their desires, in the way 
that the old-fashioned psycho-analysts 
would recognise. Instead, the unfulfilled 
obsessions are paraded openly, and one can 
only wonder at the author of ‘Sexuality ina 
Sick Society’, when he declares that his own 
arguments are ‘‘a grim reminder to us of the 
inextricable interdependence of the sexual 
and racial issues’. Grim indeed. 


Nazi activist Gordon Williams. 
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Tenants and Residents Association — an NF front. 


ENFIELD: A 


HARVEST OF 


HATE 


An elderly Jewish couple Jack and Pearl Sedler, died in the early hours of 20 


March when fire bombers struck at their Enfield home. Jack Sedler was a 
prominent member of the local Jewish community. Local police, investigating the 
murders, have told reporters that there is no history of racial violence or agitation 
in the area to suggest a political motive. This is nonsense, as this preliminary 


investigation makes clear. 


THE London Borough of 
Enfield is situated on the 
northern edge of Greater 
London. It includes several 
very smart residential areas, 
and, along the banks of the 
River Lea, a number of 
industrial estates and blocks 
of council flats. In the years 
since the Second World War 
both Jewish and Asian 
communities have grown in 
the borough. Alongside their 
coming there has grown up a 
climate of hate and racial 
violence. 


From Mosley to Webster 


In the early ’60s Mosley’s Union Movement 
recruited to its ranks a young activist by the 


name of Roger Clare. He was often to be 
seen at Union Movement rallies with his 
camera in the middle of Mosley’s strong 
arm thugs. By day he ran a small cinematic 
company from his home in South Road, 
Edmonton, specialising in 16mm 
photography. But at night he teamed up 
with a number of key nazi activists to plan 
raids of Jewish cemetaries and other targets 
in the area. So arrogant was Clare about his 
position he even compiled target lists on his 
company’s headed paper. A_ national 
socialist comrade of Clare, Gordon 
Williams, was named in the House of 
Commons by MP Reg Freeson after 
documents were sent to him revealing the 
activities of Clare and his nazi friends. One 
of the interesting factors was that these men 
did not come from a single organisation but 
from several: Union Movement, the 
original British National Party, the 
National Socialist Movement and John 
Tyndall’s Greater Britain Movement. 
Today it is thought that they were in fact a 
Column 88 attack unit. 

By the time the second trial at the Old 


Leaving the activities of men like Clare and 
others in the ’60s aside we decided to 
examine what has been going on in Enfield 
more recently. 

First the Front set up a Tenants and 
Residents Association which was soon 
exposed as a racist front operation and was 
shortlived. A number of people who turned 
out for their local demonstrations were not 
even Enfield residents but had been bussed 
in from all over the country. 

The main brunt of the new fascists’ 

offensive was taken by the Asian, mainly 
Bengali, community and by Jewish 
property in the area. 
@ 28.7.78: The police claim Amber Ali is a 
victim of a hit and run motor cyclist, but 
the Asian community to this day believe he 
was beaten to death by a racist gang. 


@ 7.9.78: A hooligan singles out an Asian 
Special Constable for attack at a local 


Bailey of a number of Synagogue arsonists 
took place in 1966 Clare had left the 
country for South Africa, and later moved 
to New Zealand where he formed a branch 
of the National Front. By the ’70s he was 
back in this country and active in the 
League of St. George and living in East 
Barnet. He was still active in the ranks of 
Column 88. 

While he was away a new activist had 
appeared on the scene in the area, Alec 
Jeffrey, a young judo enthusiast who 
trained the National Front’s Honour Guard 
in unarmed combat. He also ran an outfit 
which spent its weekends dressing up as 
nazi soldiers and holding war games and 
mock battles. Searchlight became interested 
in them when we realised that many of the 
people involved were active nazis including 
one of the Synagogue arsonists, Malcolm 
Sparkes, a former paratrooper. A later 
product of the NF in this area was David 
Bruce, the Himmler look-alike and NF 
Directorate member. Finally came young 
Stephen Hook, a close friend of NF leader 
Martin Webster. 


football match. 


@ 8.4.79: A boy scout leader is convicted of 
assaulting an Asian schoolboy so badly that 
the victim, Mustafa Irfan, is taken to 
hospital. The attacker Glen Lucas is fined 
£60. 

@ 24.5.79: Two Asian youngsters who hit 
back at an NF supporter who they claimed 
had attacked them both verbally and 
physically are fined £5 by local magistrates 
who accepted their story that they had been 
provoked. 

@26.7.79: A hoax letter is circulated 
purporting to come from the Home 
Secretary. It is on official council headed 
paper and informs locals that their homes 
will be used by Vietnamese boat people, 
and goes on about lepers and cholera. 

@ 16.8.79: A 


skinhead gang attacks a 
Chinese restaurant. Two people are injured 
in the attack. The police deny it is racial. 


Above: Hire a nazi unit — Alec Jeffrey is third from left. Below: Roger Claire (second from 


right) on Union Movement lorry. 


@ 20.11.80: A nazi gang attacks and 
desecrates a loéal Jewish Synagogue and 
cemetary. Prayer books are burned. The 
attack follows another at the local Jewish 
cemetary in which 50 tomb stones were 
damaged. Column 88 claims responsibility 
in a call to the local press. 

Later in 1980 a mock up bomb is left 
outside the home of a local Asian 
businessman. The area is sealed off by the 
emergency services. Racist, nazi and NF 
symbols are all over the package. 

@ 18.10.80: An Asian family is burned out 
of its home. The family had to jump from 
windows and one of them suffered burns. 
Some flammable substance appears to have 
been ignited after being poured into the 
house. 

@ 12.2.81: Reports of violent attacks on the 
Asian community continue. Tim Eggar the 
local Conservative MP reports that Asian 
families moving into previously all-white 


streets are being harassed. People running 
the SCOPE community centre report gangs 
of skinheads entering the building to attack 
Asians. 

Local police officers accept that attacks 
are taking place, often in broad daylight, 
and claim police are doing their best to 
tackle the problem. 

@By the end of February 1981 another 
firebomb attack had taken place against an 
Asian home. 

6 In the spring of 1981 a caller to the local 
press claims that a recent factory fire was 
the work of Column 88. He went on to say: 
“‘we are after blacks and Jews’’. 

When in July 1981 the Khan family were 
attacked and killed by a racist firebomber at 
their Walthamstow home there once more 
was an Enfield connection: the husband 
who survived with burns worked in the 
borough. These incidents are only a 
fraction of those recorded. 
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Gace against the man wh 
aiming to be Klan organisers. Three allegedly carried the machete. It 
1 turned up to meet local reporters | appeared that the Prosecution was 
aring Klan regalia and one was armed _— bending over backwards to make the 
| a machete. They claimed to be —_— whole Kian affair ~—, more than a 
d sick joke. / 
- But before the month was ‘ou ‘the 
local Sikh temple was attacked and its 
priest had to flee and lock himself up at 
home after a gang had chased him _ 
through the temple. The priest claims he 
dialled 999 but the police did not come. _ 
ic Shortly afterwards a small fire was co 
started at the building. _ 
The then_chairman of the Peimors 
Green Racial Harmony Group Roger _ 
Hallam wrote to the Police  inand day out. 


NEW SCOTLAND YARD 
BROADWAY, LONDON, SW1H OBG 


Mr Roger Hallam 
Palmers Green Racial Harmony Group 


Your letter dated 17 April 1981 addressed to the 
Commissioner regarding an article in the Enfield 
Gazette of 16 April 1981, which reported the alleged 
activities of a Klu Klux Klan group in Enfield, has 
been passed to me for reply. 


In answer to the specific questions you raise, police 
did attend the scene at Bullsmore Lane, Enfield to 
investigate a fire. .On arrival the officers spoke with 
members of the Fire Brigade and saw a crudely made wooden 
cross which was not slight but had been charred. There 
was no one in the vicinity who could be associated with 
the cross or who could assist police in their enquiries. 


The incident has been thoroughly investigated and a 
man has been interviewed by police regarding the affair. 
What proceedings, if any, can be taken against this 

person are at present under consideration. 


Thare is a close relationship between police and the 
Fire Brigade with an effective system of cross-information 
to ensure the attendance of both services at the scene of 
a fire. 


The Chief Superintendent at Enfield and his staff are making 
strenuous efforts to ensure that all members of the 
community are given every protection possible against 
criminal activity and those who indulge in anti-social 
behaviour. Despite the article on 16 April and the 
subsequent article of the 7 May, which is also under 


investigation, there is no evidence to suggest that the 
Klu Klux Klan is well established in Enfield. Local 

police have enquiries into both of these incidents well 
underway and considerable progress has been made. 


Whilst I appreciate your concern you may be assured that 
all possible steps are being taken in regard to these 
matters. 


Yours sincerely 


WH Gibson 
Assistant Commissioner 


March 1983: an 1 elderly ‘Jewish couple die in an arson attack on 
their Enfield home. Right: Scotland Yard's reply to Roger Hallam. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ MAN SENT RAZOR BLADES TO JEWS 


A 21 year-old Liverpool man, influenced by 
fascist ideas, sent letters with razor blades glued 
inside the flaps to prominent members of the 
Jewish community. Two cut their thumbs open 
on the razor blades. 

Joseph Patrick Owens, of Branstree Avenue, 
West Derby, an unemployed labourer, pleaded 
guilty at Liverpool Crown Court to wounding 
the two recipients of the letters, and sending 
them postal packets containing a sharp 
instrument likely to cause injury. He asked for 
five similar offences to be taken into 
consideration. In addition to the razor blades, 
the envelopes contained ‘‘offensive and 
threatening literature’. 

One letter was sent to a Rabbi, one to the son 
of a Rabbi, and three to prominent Liverpool 
solicitors. 

Owens, who admitted the offences when 
interviewed by police, said he was against the 
Jews because he thought them behind ‘‘a lot of 
trouble in the world’’. He said he selected the 
names of his victims from a directory. 

In defence, it was said that Owens had had a 
lot of spare time since being made redundant last 
June, and had been influenced by fascist 
ideology through reading in libraries. 

Judge Lawton said: ‘‘Many men of previous 
generations died in the war because this sort of 
thing happened. It cannot be tolerated in 
England’. 

Owens was jailed for 12 months on each 
charge, the sentences to run concurrently. 
(Liverpool Echo 18.3.83.) 


@ SKINHEADS IN GUILDFORD FASCIST 
MARCH 


Fifty supporters of the British Nationalist and 
Socialist Movement, most of them young male 
skinheads, marched through Guildford on 26 
February, chanting racist and nazi slogans. 

They were outnumbered by anti-racists, 
including members of Guildford Labour Party, 
and escorted by large numbers of police. 

Surrey Peace Council and Guildford Labour 
Party condemned the Borough Council for not 
calling for a ban on the fascist march. (Surrey 
Daily Advertiser 4.3.83.) 


@ BM MAN SACKED OVER PHONE CALLS 


Paul Gallagher, Peterborough leader of the 
British Movement, lost his job when it was 
discovered that he’d been making threatening 
phone calls from work. 

Gallagher (24), of Dryden Road, 
Peterborough, was earlier fined £150 with £30 
costs after he admitted making the phone calls to 
Councillor Alf Sapey (see Searchlight No.89). 
The calls to Mr Sapey followed the production of 
an anti-fascist leaflet and reduced the councillor 
to a ‘‘nervous trembling and shaky man’’. 

Gallagher unsuccessfully appealed to an 
industrial tribunal over his dismissal. The 
tribunal chairman, Mr Andrew Powles, said the 
thought the employer had acted reasonably 
under the circumstances. (Peterborough Evening 
Telegraph 5.3.83.) 


@ BLACK YOUTH KNIFED BY GANG 


A black youth was attacked by a gang as he left 
the fairground in Victoria Park, Bow, on 21 
March. 

Claud Adebambo (19), suffered cuts to the 
back of the head and legs in the attack at 9 pm. 
He was taken to hospital, where his condition 
was later described as ‘‘satisfactory’’. (Greater 
London and Essex Newspapers 25.3.83.) 


@ DESPICABLE BIRTHDAY CARDS 


The extreme right-wing British National Party 
has been sending 18th birthday cards to young 
people in Redbridge. The cards include a Union 
Jack, and a plea to join the BNP. 

Last year one was mistakenly sent to a black 
youth. Recently they sent one to the address of a 
dead girl. Her parents have bitterly attacked the 
BNP, which is headed by John Tyndall. 

The birthday cards scheme was thought up as a 
propaganda stunt by [ford technician Tony 
Wells of Redbridge BNP. He gets the names and 
addresses of new voters from the electoral 
register in the local library. 

Redbridge Labour councillor, Martin Rosner, 
described the scheme as ‘‘despicable’’, while 
Conservative councillor Hazel Weiburg said it 
was ‘‘a repulsive thing to do’’. (Redbridge 
Guardian 11.3.83.) 


@ FOOT HECKLED AT PEACE RALLY 


Michael Foot, the Labour leader, was heckled by 
a handful of fascists when he spoke at a rally in 
York recently. 

About a dozen members of the British 
National Party shouted abuse and threw stink 
bombs as Mr Foot addressed a large crowd on 
the subject of the arms race. (Yorkshire Evening 
Press 12.3.83.) 


@ NF PAPER SELLER CONVICTED 


An Edinburgh youth has been convicted of 
breach of the peace for selling National Front 
magazines outside a football ground. 

Grant Alexander (20), of Sighthill, was seen 
standing outside Hearts football ground on 8 
January. He was standing in the middle of the 
road, jumping up and down trying to sell the 
magazine Bulldog. 

Members of the crowd going to the match 
called on police to move Alexander ‘‘before he 
started a riot’’. 

Michael Regan, organiser of the Edinburgh 
branch of the National Front, claimed that they 
usually sold between 200 and 300 copies of 
Bulldog at home matches. 

Hearts football club has a largely Protestant 
following, and the NF appeal is based on its anti- 
IRA position. 

Alexander was admonished for his offence. 
(Evening News, Edinburgh 31.3.83.) 


@ SOUTH AFRICAN AMBASSADOR 
*‘“SHAKEN’”’ AT PROTEST 


The South African ambassador, Marais Steyn 
was reported as “‘visibly shaken’’, following an 
angry and noisy protest during a visit to 
Edinburgh. 

The ambassador was in Edinburgh for a 
meeting with the Lord Provost, Tom Morgan. 
He was met ouside the city chambers by 40 anti- 
apartheid protestors, who pursued him into the 
building, banging on the door of the meeting 
room and shouting protests. Eventually, the 
police cleared the building, and arrested three 
people, including two Labour councillors. They 
were later charged with minor public order 
offences. Those arrested were Councillor Alex 
Wood, Councillor Heanor McLaughlin, and Mr 
Simon Taylor. 

Steyn, a former minister of Coloured and 
Indian Affairs, in the South African cabinet, 
accused the demonstrators of ‘“‘behaving more 
like animals than human beings’’ and ‘“‘like 
people from the gutter’. He said “‘we don’t do 
things like this in a civilised country’’. 

Three local Labour MPs said that Lord 
Provost Tom Morgan was a disgrace to the city 
for agreeing to meet the ambassador at the city 
chambers, and expressed fears for the 
Commonwealth Games due to be held in 
Edinburgh in 1986. (Evening News, Edinburgh 
31.3.83 & 30.3.83; Scotsman 31.3.83.) 


@ SOME LOCAL PAPERS FAVOUR NF 


Recently, a few examples of extremely 
sympathetic reporting on the National Front in 
local newspapers have come to light. The bias in 
these reports probably comes from lazy 
journalism, a readiness to uncritically reproduce 
National Front press releases, rather than 
conscious political bias. 

Three recent reports, for example, dealt with 
the selection of prospective NF parliamentary 
candidates. In two of the papers, the Windsor 
Slough and Eton Express, and the Maidenhead 
Advertiser, Berks., the reports were clearly both 
written from the same press release. They are 
both about the same man, Graham Gillmore, 
prospective Parliamentary candidate for 
Windsor and Maidenhead, they both reproduce 
the same photo, and they both use the same text 
with minor alterations of style. We learn that the 
unsavoury Mr Gillmore fought for the whites in 
Rhodesia, was wounded in action, and now 
works in the ‘‘private security field’’. He believes 
that the ‘‘British way of life’’ is threatened, and 
wants repatriation for black people. 

A report in the Richmond Herald, Surrey, 
dealing with the selection of Terence Donville- 
Faulkner as an NF parliamentary candidate for 
Twickenham, also bears the hallmarks of being 
written from an NF press release. The meeting 
was allegedly ‘‘well attended’’, the candidate 
‘“‘unanimously adopted’’, and he ‘‘stressed the 
importance of giving local electors a_ real 
alternative’. Once again a glossy PR photo was 
reproduced. Once again not a critical word in the 
report. (Maidenhead Advertiser, Berks., 11.3.83; 
Windsor, Slough & Eton Express, 18.3.83; 
Richmond Herald, Surrey, 17.3.83). 


@ SECRET NF RALLY IN DARWEN 


The National Front staged an unemployment 
rally in Darwen, near Blackburn, on 19 March. 
The decision to allow them to use the council- 
owned Darwen Tower Rooms, was taken by only 
two Conservative councillors. Labour members 
of the council have claimed that there was a 
deliberate attempt to keep the meeting secret. 

The controversy follows a similar episode last 
September, when a secret NF rally was held in 
Blackburn’s Regency Hall on the say of only two 
Conservative councillors (see Searchlight No.92). 

Labour councillors condemned the decision to 
let the NF use the Darwen meeting rooms. 
Councillor Mike Madigan said he believed the 
decision would create a lot of ill feeling in the 
town. Councillor Christine Ryden described the 
news as appalling, and said that once again 
councillors had been kept in the dark. 

The men who made the letting decision, 
recreation committee head Roy Colling, and his 
deputy councillor Ray Robinson, were 
unrepentant. Colling said: 

“The National Front have held meetings at 
our halls in the past and we have had no 
problems’’. 

Speakers at the NF rally included Andrew 
Brons and Ian Anderson. (7he Star, Sheffield 
19.3.83; Lancashire Evening Telegraph 18.3.83.) 


OPEN VERDICT 


@A mystery fire broke out in the home of 
Bhandu Patel whilst he was visiting his wife in 
Ealing Hospital. Relatives who were in the flat 
managed to escape unharmed. A Southall fire 
station spokesman said that the whole flat in 
Convent Way was severaly damaged by fire and 
there was no obvious cause. (Southall Gazette 
11.2.83.) 


@ Police are investigating the murder of Bikar 
Singh who was found with multiple injuries at his 
home in Bradford. Police say there was no 
apparent motive for the killing nor had the house 
been broken in to. (Wrexham Evening Leader 
3.2.83.) 
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JOHNNY GO HOME 


THE Freedom Association has recently 
suffered a slight embarrassment from the 
activities of one of its juvenile supporters. 
Harry Phibbs, the young man in question, 
hit the headlines and won Freedom 
Association hearts a few months ago when 
he and a school chum, Peter Caddick- 
Adams took a plane to Moscow and handed 
out leaflets critical of the Soviet authorities. 
Both are Freedom Association supporters 
and indeed, both are members of the same 
Young Conservatives Branch. Both were 
asked to address an FA branch chairmens’ 
conference in 1982. 

Recently however, Phibbs was suspended 
from Pimlico School for distributing an 
offensive leaflet. Although the press 
implied that he was suspended because the 
leaflet was anti-feminist, it was in fact 
because it contained some rather tasteless 
drawings of contraceptives and had been 
described as ‘‘just plain smut’’. The school’s 
head of sixth form, Muriel Hancock, said it 
was ‘‘crude, offensive and wholly 
unsuitable for pupils of 12 or 13”. 


OTTER AND OTTER 


NOW, gentle readers, we have to be careful 
here. You are, if you will, to read this 
passage from the latest (28 February) edition 
of Daving Irving’s organ Foca/ Point, slowly, 
and preferably twice: 

“The book pages of the British quality 
Press in recent weeks have contained major 
reviews dealing with the controversial 
life and ‘outrageous’ views of Henry 
Williamson, the nature writer and novelist 
(Tarka the Otter) who horrified the leftist 
liberal establishment in the thirties by 
proclaiming himself a fascist, and by 
persisting obstinately in his views until his 
death in 1976 aged eighty”. 

Now let us proceed, via the revelation 
that Adolf Hitler was a “hero” of the 
benighted Williamson, to the article’s 


conclusion: 
“Shortly after his death in 1978 a Henry 
Williamson Society was founded — a 


healthy sign that the leftist literati who 
scorned him in his life could yet be on the 
wane. Henry may have the last laugh after 
all’. 

In the first quoted paragraph, you may 
note that the Britische Historiker has placed 
inverted commas around the word 
‘outrageous’, perhaps (who knows) 
implying that in his view Williamson’s 
fascist views were not really outrageous at 
all. In the second quoted paragraph, you 
may care to speculate as to why Irving has 
chosen to describe the waning of 
Williamson’s opponents as “a healthy sign”, 


14 


and indeed, why he was chosen to end the 
article with twinkly remarks about last 
laughs. 

Or you may not. It is entirely up to you. 


* * % 


WHO WRITES 


THE “You Write’ column of Foca/ Point is 
once again alive with interest. There is a 
letter blaming western bankers for the drive 
towards “the global state”, and another 
which states that ‘“‘we must stand up to 
those who would destroy our racial pride’ 
(going on to comment on the fact that “the 
Jews rejoice in their Jewishness”, etc.). A 
Monday Club correspondent announces 
that he finds himself in agreement with the 
magazine, and there is a long and frothy 
letter from Ray Hill, Deputy Fuehrer of the 
British National Party, the organisation at 
the head of which John Tyndall plans to ride 
off to meet his destiny. 

There is also a letter from Sir Anthony 
Meyer, the present Tory MP for Flint, 
recently de-selected in the battle over the 
new Clwyd North-West seat, grasped by 
Beata Brookes, the noted Euro-MP. Sir 
Anthony’s letter reads as follows: 

“Dear Sir, Your posters on the Falklands 
question: your point of view corresponds 
closely with what | said in the Debate here 
and in a Panorama programme. | should be 
interested in details of your organisation”. 

No doubt when Sir Anthony has studied 
the details of Irving's nasty organisation, he 
will see to it that his name does not grace 
Focal Point’s columns again. 


* * * 


UP TO THE MINUTE 


EVER keen to leap on the latest right-wing 
bandwagon, 7he Times has sloughed off the 
punk monetarism of recent years in favour 
of the punk national-mysticism so 
fashionable among the graduates and 
fellows of a certain Cambridge college. 

We missed the paper in mid-March and so 
are grateful for The Guardian’s reprint of a 
Times leader calling for ‘less estrangement 
between individuals and the instinctual 
basis which holds people and societies 
together in times of stress. Instinct is the 
bridge between conscious and unconscious 
elements, both of individuals and societies 

. It was instinct which was the real 
Falklands factor”. 

It is precisely this type of herrenvolkish 
garbage that is so beloved of the 
Peterhouse School and their organ Salisbury 
Review (which recently called for 
compulsory repatriation). It is also, of 
course, the sort of mystic tripe that 
Peregrine Worsthorne was peddling during 
the Falklands itself, and on which we 
commented at the time. 

Mr Worsthorne himself is quoted in 7he 
Spectator (9 April) as saying that “at least 
imperialism was an alibi for African 
backwardness, the reality of which is 
becoming ever more inescapably obvious”, 
so we will be watching the columns of 7he 
Times with renewed interest over the next 
months. Particularly if they continue to give 
space to Roger Scruton (co-editor of 
Salisbury Review) and the appalling Prof. 
John Vincent of Bristol University, whose 


recent effusions (in the Sun this time) 
concerned stopping “black muggers”. 
“The fear felt by the white population is 
the heart of the race relations problem 
today”, was the Professor’s conclusion in 
March. Last November, in 7he Times, he 
argued that Enoch Powell was wrong in not 
demanding repatriation (surely some 
mistake?), using the Salisbury Review's 
repatriation article to back up his case. 


% % * 


TWO SEARCHLIGHT 
COMPETITIONS! 


DAVID Irving, again in the most recent 
edition of his sub-fourth form journal Foca/ 
Point, is offering rewards to anyone who can 
identify Searchlight reporters from two 
rather smudgy photographs which he has 
reproduced. Bingo journalism is clearly 
catching on. 

Not to be outdone, we have decided to 
launch our own competition, with glittering 
prizes for the first two entries which 
correctly name the well-known member of 
a British nazi group currently helping Irving 
with the lay-out of Foca/ Point. First prize will 
be a book by David Irving. The second prize 
will be two books by David Irving. 

The second competition really is an 
opportunity for our readers to get rich 
quick. The British Movement branch in 
North Ward, Peterborough, is offering 
£1,000 ‘“‘to anyone who can prove that any 
member of the British Movement is a nazi”. 


% * % 


TAMING TAME 


We are delighted to print the following 
letter which we received recently from the 
Libertarian Alliance. 

It concerns one of its founder members, 
Chris Tame, who, readers will recall, was 
recently involved in a meeting with hardline 
nazis at which the topic of discussion was a 
plot to destroy Searchlight and all its works. 

Tame, it appears, is now thoroughly 
persona non grata as far as the Libertarian 
Alliance is concerned. 


‘Dear Searchlight, 

May I be allowed to correct a possible mis- 
apprehension which some of your readers might 
now have after reading the article ‘‘Plot to smash 
Searchlight flops’? (Searchlight, March 1983, 
No.93). 

Whilst Chris Tame was indeed a member of 
the Libertarian Alliance, it should be noted that 
he was expelled from membership in January, 
1983, and now has nothing whatsoever to do 
with the Libertarian Alliance. 

To spare us further embarrassment would you 
please bear this in mind when reporting the antics 
of Mr Tame. 


Yours sincerely, 
Michael Zegarac 
Secretary’ 


INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 


SWEDEN 


Attacks follow 
nazi's conviction 


A WAVE of nazi attacks has followed 
quickly upon the conviction of nazi 
revisionist Dietlieb Felderer in 
Stockholm for inciting racial hatred. 

Felderer was arrested in Sweden’s capital 
following a sustained campaign of 
distributing in schools or through the mail 
some of the most sickening examples of 
anti-semitica which the revisionist 
movement has yet produced. For several 
years he has run the ‘“‘Bible Researcher”’ 
publishing house in Sweden, pumping out 
hate literature in vast quantities. Swedish 
police are said to be interested in 
establishing how he was able to finance his 
prolific literary output. His international 
contacts have included Dave McCalden’s 
Californian-based Institute for History 
Review, whose conference he addressed two 
years ago, and the Hancock-run Historical 
Review Press in Brighton. 

At his trial, the prosecution described his 
pamphlets as containing ‘‘illogical and 
incorrect anti-semitic statements’’. He was 
arrested after particular complaints that 
leaflets had been given to schoolchildren 
urging them not to believe what they were 
taught in history lessons about the nazi 
persecution of Jews. Felderer was convicted 
and gaoled. 

There immediately followed a spate of 
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One of Felderer’s leaflets aimed at school- 
children. 


nazi vandalism in Stockholm. Thousands 
of pounds worth of damage was done to a 
Jewish cemetary, where irreplacable stones 
were smashed or overturned. Pro-nazi 
slogans and daubing appeared across the 
city in what the police described as well 
organised vandalism carried out by several 
people. 


J.B. Stoner — see below. 


UNITED STATES 


NSRP leader on the 
run 


ATTORNEY J.B. Stoner, the racist 
leader of the National States Rights 
Party is on the run in America 
following the failure of his final appeal 
against conviction for bombing a black 
church in 1958. 

The National States Rights Party is an 
openly nazi organisation which is strongly 
linked to pro-nazi factions of the Ku Klux 
Klan. Stoner has in the past visited the UK 
as guest of the League of St. George, and 
has played host in America to British 
National Party leader John Tyndall. 

Stoner was indicted by a grand jury in 
1977 for his involvement in the bombing of 
a black Baptist church in Birmingham 
Alabama. He fought extradition from 
another state for almost three years before 
the supreme court ruled that he must go to 
Alabama to face trial. 

A majority white jury convicted him in 
May 1980, but the racist attorney took 
appeals against conviction all the way to the 
Supreme Court where he lost his final 
appeal in January. 

At that point Stoner disappeared, 
jumping bail and leaving Motgomery bail 
bondsman Sony Livingston to pick up the 


$20,000 bill. (Livingston, who has posted 
bail for hundreds of arrested Klansmen in 
the past, was incredulous: ‘‘Who would 
have thought J.B. Stoner would not have 
shown up in court?’’ he asked). 

On 28 January Stoner was declared a 
fugitive, and in February, at the request of 
the FBI, a Birmingham judge issued a 
warrant charging him with interstate flight 
to avoid imprisonment — an offence 
carrying a possible five-year gaol sentence. 

Police later raided the offices of the 
National States’ Rights Party trying to find 
him. 


HONDURAS 


Moonies move in 


THE far-right Unification Church, 
better known as the Moonies, is 
organising a major escalation of its 
activities in Latin America, based in 
Honduras, according to recent reports 
in Latin American Newsletter. 

According to LAN, one of Moonie leader 
Sun Myung Moon’s leading lieutenants, 
former Korean CIA chief Colonel Bo Hi 
Pak, has paid several visits to Honduras in 
recent months to establish a _ front 
organisation (CAUSA), and to promote a 
new right-wing businessmen’s association 
(APROH). He was publicly received by 
President Roberto Suzao Cordova and 
armed forces chief General Gustavo 
Alvarez. 

Opposition forces in Honduras fear that 
the half million dollars which wealthy 
businessmen have already pumped into 
APROH may be used to finance para- 
military activity. General Alvarez is said to 
view the organisation as a possible base of 
civilian support for a stronger militarised 
state. 

American interests in Honduras are 
concerned that Alvarez may be attempting 
to arrange a partial breach with his US 
paymasters, drawing support from Taiwan 
and South Korea. Bo Hi Pak has already 
paid for several industrialists connected 
with APROH to visit South Korea where 
the Unification Church wields enormous 
political clout. 

Catholics in Honduras have been warned 
in a Vatican memorandum of the Moonies’ 
origins and history, and have been 
instructed to have nothing to do with them. 

The Moonies seem intent on buying 
influence, however, and Bo Hi Pak has 
been investigating the possibility of 
investing in a major right-wing newspaper. 
One of APROH’s leading backers is Jorge 
Larach, the owner of the San Pedro Sula 
daily La Prensa. 
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CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's antt- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 


Cart ivac | AGAINST 
RACISM & FASCISM 


CHALLENGING RACISM 
— A STRATEGY FOR 


THE 1980s 


At a conference organised by the GLC Ethnic Minorities Unit, held 
in London on 12 March, A. Sivanandan, Director of the Institute for 
Race Relations, spoke on strategies for fighting racism in Britain. 
His argument is a significant contribution to the debate on the anti- 
racist movement. We are reprinting an edited version of his 
speech, and welcome responses from readers. 


I am delighted that I have been asked 
to speak here today because, for once, 
I think I have something to say. And I 
want to say it here, under the auspices 
of the GLC’s Ethnic Minorities Unit — 
here in this very temple of ethnicity, 
because I come as a heretic, as a 
disbeliever in the efficacy of ethnic 
policies and programmes to alter by 
one iota the monumental and endemic 
racism of this society. 

On the contrary. What ethnicity has done 
is to mask the problem of racism and 
weaken the struggle against it. But that is 
precisely what it was meant to do. It was the 
riposte of the system in the ’60s and ’70s to 
the struggles of black people, both Afro- 
Caribbean and Asian, both in the 
workplace and in the community, as a 
people for a class — struggles which 
threatened to be an anti-body within the 
body public. It was the riposte of a system 
that was afraid that the black working-class 
struggles would begin to politicise the 
working-class struggle as a whole. It was the 
riposte of the class collaborationist Labour 
governments of Wilson and Callaghan who 
sought in ethnic pluralism to undermine the 
underlying class aspect of black struggle 
and black politics. And it is to that period 
that I must turn, however briefly, to give 
you some understanding of the struggles 
that have to be waged today. 


Racialism versus racism 


Racism does not stay still; it changes shape, 
functions, size, purpose in terms of the 
economic system, social structure, class 
forces and, above all, the challenges and 
resistances to the system. When we came 
here, a war-torn Britain needed all the 
labour it could lay its hands on. In the early 
period of the ’50s, what we came to was a 
kind of laissez-faire discrimination — a 
racialism which carried over from the 
colonial period. It was not structured or 
institutionalised. 

Britain needed all the labour it could get 
and we were not discriminated against in 
terms of getting jobs but rather in our social 
life, in housing, in schooling, etc. We faced 


racial prejudice which depended on market 
forces. Colour only got written into 
legislation via the Immigration Act of 1962; 
then it begins to get institutionalised. It is a 
crucial distinction we need to make if we 
are going to understand how to sort out the 
struggles against people’s attitudes and the 
power to act out those attitudes in social 
terms. What we learnt in the years of 
struggle of the ’60s is that racism is about 
power and not about prejudice. 


Black infrastructure 


In the workplace and the community, Afro- 
Caribbean and Asian, we were a 
community and a class and we closed ranks 
and took up each other’s struggles. We had 
such a rich infrastructure of organisations, 
parties and self-help projects. Self-help was 
what we did exactly because we were 
outside mainstream society. We built a 
whole series of projects which grew out of 
organisations in the community. And all 
the parties, like the UCPA, Black Unity 
and Freedom Party, BLF, Black Panthers, 
had their projects, newspapers, news- 
sheets, schools. Organisations went to the 
factories, and the strikes were taken from 
place to place — strike committees up and 
down the country learning from one 
another. And international struggles, 
against Portuguese rule in colonial Africa, 
against the Vietnam war, the Black Power 
struggle in the USA, were part and parcel of 
our consciousness and our struggles here. 


1970s — defensive struggles 


But as the ’70s began to dawn, the recession 
became apparent. It was a period on the 
international scene when capital was 
moving to labour in Third World countries, 
instead of importing it to the metropolis. It 
was a period when Britain, like the rest of 
Europe, no longer needed cheap black 
labour and, when the Immigration Act of 
1971 came into force, our priorities became 
separated. For the Asian community, by 
and large, the issue was to get their 
dependants in before the doors shut on 
them and struggles were waged against 
deportations and repatriations. The Asian 
community began to take on these issues in 


a very defensive way — through law centres 
and defence committees — one-off 
committees which no longer collated and 
co-ordinated struggles. The Afro- 
Caribbean concern focused predominantly 
around issues like ‘Sus’ and the criminal- 
isation of their young. 


Separate development 


At the same time, we got in Britain a whole 
new philosophy of separate development; it 
is called ethnicity. (The ideology of cultural 
pluralism on which this is based was first 
floated in 1967 by the then Home Secretary, 
Roy Jenkins.) It was a tool to blunt the edge 
of black struggle, return ‘black’ to its 
constituent parts of Afro-Caribbean, 
Asian, African, Irish — and also, at the 
same time, allow the black bourgeoisie to 
move up in the system, so that they would 
not want to change the system. Pluralism, 
then, changes a horizontal division of class 
into a vertical division of race, and thereby 
undermines the class struggle and removes 
us from bothering about the black working 
class. It was the time that many of the black 
projects which had linked the parties to the 
community were being bought off by state 
aid such as the Urban Programme — 
defeating the _ self-reliance and 
independence of community projects. (It 
was notably only the black women’s 
organisations that continued from the ’70s 
and into the ’80s to hold together the black 
infrastructure, to collate the struggles and 
to uphold the unity between the Asian and 
Afro-Caribbean communities.) 


Thatcherism 


Remember, the pluralist philosophies and 
ethnic programmes which had begun to set 
up parallel structures within society were 
part of Labour policies. What happened 
when Thatcher came into power was that 
she couldn’t give a damn about blacks and 
pluralism or the working class. Thatcher 
had stolen the clothes of the National Front 
and moved this society so far to the right as 
to be near fascist. (That is why the National 
Front does not do well in the elections; they 
do better on the streets.) Thatcher began 
her life, her sincere racist life, with the 
‘swamping of the culture’ speech which 
unleashed the white maggots of the inner 
cities on our children. 


Racism for repatriation 


The shape and structure of racism has 
changed from the ’60s, when it was a 
rationale for exploitation, so that now it isa 
rationale for repatriation. And the battles 
against it have moved from the economic 
field to the ideological field. Britain is 
undergoing massive structural changes 
where the silicon chip, micro-electronics 
and the whole industrial revolution is going 
to change the question of employment and 
unemployment. For our immediate 
purposes, we must understand that it’s also 
a society with a tremendous amount of 
surveilance — the equipment is there. It is a 
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black community. 


society in which ideology and politics is 
becoming paramount and the battle around 
ideology is going to be fought out in 
education and the media. The question of 
political enforcement — law and order — is 
going to be fought out on the streets against 
the police and against unjust laws which 
repress trades unions, women, gays, 
children and so on. We must resuscitate the 
extra-parliamentary struggles that we black 
people waged in the ’60s and ’70s. 

The locale of struggle has moved from 
the factory floor to the streets, from the 
one-time employed, now unemployed, to 
the never employed. It is a very important 
distinction to make when we talk of black 
youth. For they have never been socialised 
into labour — theirs is a different aspect of 
protest against society. And with 1981 we 
get another struggle against racism — of 
black youth — which begins to contaminate 
the struggles of white youth in the inner 
cities. It was only after the rebellions of 
1981 that Thatcher sent for Scarman to 
rescue ethnicity for the Tory Party. 


Using the Labour Left 


We must not overlook the one positive 
thing that Thatcher has done — thrown up 
the contradictions within the Labour Party. 
The pluralist politics of division which came 
out of the ’60s and ’70s — the de-linking of 
struggle — not just Afro-Caribbean from 
Asian, but also the first generation from the 
so-called second — all came out of the 
Social Democratic wing of the Labour 
Party. The left wing (as it began to emerge) 
has been left with the ethnic baby; it does 
not know in which direction to turn, and I 
think that it is up to us to point them in the 
right direction. Don’t let’s be purists and 
stand outside, for we can’t fight the system 
bare-handed. We don’t have the tools, 
brothers and sisters; we’ve got to get the 
tools from the system itself and in the 
process hope that five out of ten of us don’t 
become corrupt. If we’ve got to get the 
tools and Ken Livingstone’s GLC is 
prepared to give us them, I think we should 
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Police confront a Black Power demonstration in the early 70s — self-defence within t e 


begin to learn to use them. 
Now I’d like to go quickly into the sites 
and strategies of struggle. 


Sites of struggle 


We need to look at the changed sites of 
struggle — at key areas like education and 
the media. Look at the ethnic media: Black 
on Black and Eastern Eye. On the one 
hand, we have the idea of letting blacks get 
places so that they can teach their young 
that they don’t have to take on the system 
but become part of it. On the other hand, 
we have the idea of ‘positive image’, with 
Eastern cookery classes and Indian films. 
These programmes merely replicate white 
media, even black plays and comedies. ‘No 
Problem’ is a problem; we are laughing at 
ourselves. The system wants that type of 
replication. What we want on Black on 
Black and Eastern Eye is an unbalanced 
view. We don’t want a balanced view. The 
whole society is unbalanced against us and 
we take a programme and balance it again? 
Look at what Eastern Eye did with the John 
Fernandes case. Fernandes is the man that 
exposed the extent of racism in police 
cadets and in the teaching at Hendon Police 
College. Eastern Eye put a police officer on 
with two black cadets (that is ethnicity for 
you again) who said, ‘‘No, no, there is no 
racism in Hendon Police College’’. 


Cases into issues 


The John Fernandes case also suggests 
another strategy we must look to — the 
turning of cases into issues. We must 
concentrate on those cases which include a 
number of issues. For example, his case 
raises the questions of multi-cultural 
education, of police accountability, the way 
that the police are trained for 
accountability, and the way that the media 
are used to legitimate the police’s non- 
accountability, as well as the question of 
union racism. And cases should no longer 
be one-off and local. Colin Roach should 
not just affect Stoke Newington — we 
should look at the whole aspect of struggle 


around Colin Roach, the Newham 8, the 
attacks in Sheffield, in Leicester. We must 
collate our struggles and cross-fertilise the 
Afro-Caribbean and the Asian experiences. 


Levels of struggle 


There are various levels of struggle — on 
the streets, in the media, in the council 
chamber. We must begin to see how we can 
take our issues into the media and make the 
media responsible to the communities 
instead of legitimating the actions of the 
system. Similarly, we must make our black 
councillors responsible to us — they must 
be seen on the ground, using whatever 
power they have for the benefit of the 
community. And finally, we must look at 
the whole area of alliances. 


Alliances and autonomy 


Against Thatcherism there is no question 
that the objective conditions are there for 
all sorts of alliances. But, at the same time, 
there is an opposing tendency — the 
contradiction that has been growing for 
some time — of too much autonomy. In the 
’70s black people said that they would not 
subsume their struggle to the class struggle, 
that their struggle had got to be 
autonomous. But we made alliances with 
the white working class. For instance, 
during the trial and imprisonment of the 
Pentonville Five, when all the trade unions 
marched on Pentonville, they sent notices 
to black groups about the march. The Black 
Unity and Freedom Party agreed that their 
struggle was also black people’s struggle, 
but they would not join the official march. 
Instead, they had a different march down a 
different road to the same spot on behalf of 
the Pentonville Five. That is what I mean 
by autonomy and alliances. 

Too much autonomy leads us back into 
ourselves; we begin to home in on our own 
cultures as though nothing else existed 
outside them. The revolutionary edge of 
culture that Cabral spoke of is taken away, 
leaving cultural nationalism. We don’t need 
that identity in extremis, but we need to 
make use of the positive aspects in culture 
to forge the correct alliances. Because 
excessive autonomy finally leads us to 
inward struggles, awareness problems, 
consciousness raising and back again to the 
whole question of attitudes and prejudices. 


Building a mass movement 


Alliances between the anti-racist and the 
working-class struggle are crucial, because 
the struggle against racism without the 
struggle against class remains cultural 
nationalist. But class struggle without race 
struggle, without the struggles of women, 
of gays, of the Irish, remains economistic. 

Let me end by saying this: it’s still 
possible to make use of the good offices of 
left-wing Labour councils and the ethnic 
minorities units which left-wing councils 
have got landed with and turn them 
towards anti-racist struggle. We must 
return ethnicity to anti-racism and return 
socialism to Labour. And, in order to do 
that, we must begin now to collate and co- 
ordinate our struggles — so as to build, in 
1984, here, in London, a mass movement. 
Why not? 


Police Statistics: 


True or False? 


Following last year’s controversial 
publication of the Metropolitan 
crime statistics, containing for the 
first time a breakdown of the racial 
background of offenders for one 
particular offence category — 
robbery and other violent theft — 
Scotland Yard announced in 
January that no such breakdown 
would be published this year. They 
were soon to make it clear, 
however, that although the 
statistics were not to be released, 
they were still being collated and 
they would be made available 
should questions be asked by MPs 
and journalists. The scene was 
thus set for the Conservative MP 
for Basildon, Mr Harvey Proctor (a 
member of both the right-wing 
Monday Club and WISE), on the 22 
March to ask the Home Secretary 
to publish a table of the total 
recorded offences of robbery and 


other violent theft in 1982 
containing a breakdown of the 
racial background of _ the 


assailants. By allowing the crime 
Statistics to be revealed in this 
way, the police have managed, 
quite neatly, to side-step any 
criticism about the racist intent 
behind the publication of the 
statistics. The police can be seen to 
be totally pure: the statistics were 
only supplied because of a 
demand. As a Yard spokesman 
officially put it: ‘‘The figures were 
issued at the specific request of a 
MP. When a MP wants something 
we have to do it”’. 


Is this the shape of things to come? 


THIS STREET 1S PATROLLED BY 
CIVILIAN GBSERVATION PATROLS. 


Last year, CARF argued that the 
statistics had no firm basis in fact. Such 
crime statistics, we argued, are always 
highly dubious based as they are on 
reported crime rather than actual levels — 
and why break down this one particular 
offence category when robbery comprises 
only 3 per cent and mugging 0.9 per cent of 
recorded crime? We also examined the way 
in which the figures themselves had been 
‘cooked’ and argued that the statistics for 
robbery and other violent theft actually 
comprised a number of different offences 
including thefts which are not violent and 
therefore should not be in the category of 
violent crime at all. Finally, we compared 
the Yard’s spectacular presentation of 
these race/crime figures with their silence 
over the Home Office Survey on Racist 
Attacks which showed that black people 
are 36 times (West Indians) to 50 times 
(Asians) more likely than white people to be 
the victims of racist attack. 


The statistics and the media 


The press response to the statistics this 
year was again predictable. The Sun 
reported on the ‘Black Crime Shock’, 
emphasising the fact that 82 per cent of all 
attacks in one London area (Lambeth) were 


carried out by blacks, and the Evening 
Standard reported on the ‘Fury over Blacks 
and Crime”. The views of the right-wing 
protagonist Mr Harvey Proctor were quoted 
at length, as though his conclusions were 
the logical follow-through from. the 
statistics themselves. ‘‘Black and white 
vigilante groups will be fighting it out on 
London streets before long, unless there is 
tighter policing of street crime’, said Mr 
Proctor in the Daily Telegraph. He added 


that ‘‘such violence could only be 
prevented if the police abandoned 
‘Scarman tactics’, the Government 


introduced tighter immigration control and 
immigrants wishing to return home were 
given greater encouragement”. As was the 
case last year, the press did not question 
the dubious manner in which the statistics 
were compiled, and were quick to link, by 
way of a right-wing politician, the statistics 
to calls for greater police powers and 
induced repatriation. 


Background to the statistics 


Last year the crime statistics were 
published in the wake of the 1981 events 
and as part of a campaign (which included 
the police placing a full-page advertisement 
in a national newspaper advocating the 
return of capital punishment) against the 
liberal reforms proposed by Lord Scarman 
and his calls for ‘‘soft policing’ in ‘‘multi- 
racial areas’. If it could be proved that 
black crime was exceptional, then it would 
follow that the exceptional measures 
adopted by the police to combat it were 
justified. 

But this year the police are no longer in a 
position of defending themselves against 
possible reform; indeed, they are preparing 
to receive massive new powers. Sir 
Kenneth Newman’s plans for the re- 
Organisation of the Met, his much 
publicised proposals for a ‘contract’ 
between police and public, which includes 
the establishment of neighbourhood watch 
schemes, and the Police and Criminal 
Evidence Bill, now being rushed through 
Parliament, make up the backcloth against 
which these statistics should be seen. 


Cart CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
RACISM & FASCISM 


area round-up 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


ARSON 


Reading 


An Asian family escaped unhurt when an 
arsonist poured petrol through the letter box of 
their home and then threw in a lighted match. 
Only slight fire damage was done. (Nottingham 
Evening Post 1.3.83.) 


Police deny ‘racial motive’ 
An Asian family in Batley also had a lucky 


escape when a petrol bomb exploded, narrowly 
missing their car. Police are linking it with a 
similar attack on a local school but say the 
attacks ‘‘are nothing more than pranks’’ and 
they are satisfied there is no racial motive behind 
them. (Batley News 17.3.83.) 


RACIAL VIOLENCE 


CS gas attack 


A young Asian, crippled with polio, was savagely 
attacked when he called on a friend and 
unfortunately wandered into the wrong flat. The 
squatter, whose flat he had entered, returned 
with a friend and they both set about 23 year old 
Jay Shah, racially abusing him and firing a CS 
gas cartridge at him. At the Old Bailey, one of 
his assailants was jailed for four years. The 
second assailant failed to appear and a warrant 
without bail was granted for his arrest. (Ho/born 
& City Guardian 18.3.83.) 


‘Race hate speech’ after attack 


43 year old Patrick Gallagher viciously attacked 
a black barman — then made a statement to the 


police which read like a race hate speech. 
Redbridge Court heard how Gallagher lunged at 
barman Jeffrey Souris with his beer mug and 
then tried to attack an Asian standing nearby. In 
the statement, Gallagher said he was ‘‘angry 
because the barman had a job while whites were 
out of work’’. He also said that all coloured 
people should be deported from _ Britain. 
Gallagher was sentenced to three months in 
prison, suspended for two years and ordered to 
pay £60 compensation. (/ford Recorder 
24.3.83.) 


Football threats ignored 


Chelsea Football Club received a vicious letter 
spiked with razor blades with the warning: ‘‘No 
more blacks at Chelsea’’. But the club went 
ahead and played young winger Paul Canonville 
— and rightly so. He scored two of the goals in 
Chelsea’s 4-2 win over Carlisle. (Acton Gazette 
17.3.83.) 


Nurse pelted with eggs 


Carmen McCreath, a midwifery sister at 
Maidstone’s West Kent Hospital, was pelted with 
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eggs as she walked down a street with a white 
friend. (Kent Messenger 18.3.83.) 


Attacks on shopkeepers 


Every month CARF receives numerous reports 
from up and down the country of racist attacks 
on Asian shopkeepers. But one shopkeeper in 
Aldershot has endured no fewer than 25 attacks 
of vandalism. Hooligans have been waging a 
four-year campaign against Ahmed Malik and 
his family — smashing windows, daubing racist 
slogans on the buildings and damaging their car. 
Mr Malik says he is unsure whether the vandals 
have racial or personal motives. The attacks 
began after he had turned away youngsters trying 
to buy cigarettes and wine shortly after taking 
over the shop. (Ash News & Mail 1.3.83.) 

Surrey police are investigating a spate of 
attacks on Asian owned shops in Reigate, Redhill 
and Horley which they believe to be linked. 
Vandals went on a smashing spree, causing more 
than £800 worth of damage. (Surrey Mirror 
4.3.83.) 


Children ‘main culprits of attacks’ 


Walsall’s race relations adviser on housing has 
warned that children are increasingly the main 
culprits in the growing number of racially 
motivated attacks on council house tenants. Mr 
Bhag Jassal, in his report, has called on the local 
authority to consider moving tenants who harass 
neighbours on racial grounds. The report says 
that West Indians were 39 times more likely to be 
the victims of a racial attack than ‘“‘the 
indigenous population’’ and Asians were 16 
times more likely to be attacked for racial 
motives. The report adds that this tendency is not 
peculiar to Walsall ‘“‘but appears to be quite 
general in many parts of the West Midlands and 
London’’. (Birmingham Post 17.3.83.) 


POLICE 


Schoolboy cleared of robbery 


A 15 year-old black schoolboy was cleared at 
Waltham Forest Juvenile Court of the attempted 
robbery of gold chains. Medical evidence 
produced by the boy’s barrister, lan MacDonald, 
showed the boy suffered haemorrages and 
bruising in and around both eyes as a result of a 
scuffle with police following a chase after an 
incident in a Chinese restaurant. One of the 
defendant’s friends told the court he had seen the 
scuffle and that the police ‘‘were putting blows 
into his face and shouting abuse at him’’. A 
white youth, Tony Udall, claimed the defendant 
had threatened him unless he handed over the 
gold chains but the boy denied this saying he had 
challenged Udall to a fight after ‘“he gave me bad 
looks’’. (Waltham Forest Guardian 1.4.83.) 


Journalist cleared of obstructing police 


A journalist who took photographs of police 
making an arrest was himself arrested and 
charged with obstruction. Mr Shekar Bhatia was 
found not guilty of the offence after conflicting 
accounts of what happened were given by police. 
Leyton CID officer Detective Davidson denied 
assaulting Mr Bhatia (who says he was punched 
in the stomach and kneed in the groin) and 
claimed he also could not understand how the 
film in Mr Bhatia’s camera had disappeared. 
Following the hearing, a spokesperson for the 
local branch of the National Union of 
Journalists said they had already lodged a 
complaint with the local police commander and 
were now considering whether to begin an action 
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for wrongful arrest. (Waltham Forest Guardian 
1.4.83.) 


Pupils criticise police and local press 


Pupils at Brondesbury and Kilburn High School, 
north west London, have written to the Wembiey 
‘& Brent Times complaining about the paper’s 
report of a fight outside the school. The paper 
reported that when police arrived to break up the 
fight which began after some white youths — not 
pupils at the school — laid in wait for black 
pupils ‘‘the black youths switched their attack 
from the white youths to the police’. The pupils 
deny this and say that a police officer who 
suffered a serious eye injury, which according to 
the newspaper was a result of a karate-style kick, 
was the victim of an accident. The pupils also say 
they were shocked by the number of police who 
arrived on the scene and by the aggressive 
attitude the police showed — particularly to 
black boys. (Wembley & Brent Times 11.3.83.) 


Z 


Pc cleared of hitting man 


A policeman accused of assaulting a black man 
in the back of a police van in London’s Notting 
Hill area was acquitted. Pc Slavinskas denied 
assaulting Lloyd Reid and causing him actual 
bodily harm. WPec Richardson said she saw 
Slavinskas hit Reid but three other officers 
testified that nothing happened and that Reid 
bore no sign of injury on arrival at Notting Hill 
police station. (Daily Express 26.3.83.) WPc 
Richardson admitted that for a year after the 
incident she lied to investigating officers by 
denying any assault had taken place. Nicholas 
Purnell, prosecuting, said because of her 
admission in court WPec Richardson had 
‘destroyed her career’’ and could “‘never do a 
police officer’s job again’’. Mr Purnell alleged 
that four officers had conspired in a cover-up. 
(Morning Star 26.3.83.) 


RACISM AND POLICE TRAINING 


John Fernandes Report 22.3.83 


In a report published by the National 
Association of Teachers in Further and Higher 
Education, anti-racist lecturer, John Fernandes 
(who exposed racism at Hendon Police Cadet 
School, see Searchlights 90-94) was severely 
criticised. NATFHE claim he showed ‘‘a lack of 
knowledge and a gross misjudgement of what 
would be acceptable behaviour to the majority of 
the union’s members’’. (Guardian 23.3.83.) 


Home Office Report 23.3.83 


A report of the Police Training Council Working 
Party, ‘‘Community and Race Relations 
Training for the Police’, called for an 


improvement in community and race relations 
training. (Home Office Press Statement 23.3.83.) _ 


Brent Council 


At a special meeting on 28.3.83 Brent Council 


decided to withdraw council employed lecturers 
from the Police Cadet College at Hendon from 
18.3.83. The withdrawal is in protect at the 


banning of John Fernandes from the Police 


College by the Police. A NATFHE spokesman 
said it would back members who defied Brent 
and reported for work. (Willesden and Brent 
Chronicle 1.4.83.) 


Open Verdict 


25 year old Abdullah Hassan died in the German 
Hospital, Hackney, 10 days after being admitted 
for observation for mental illness. The autopsy 
showed an ‘‘extremely high level’’ of the drug 
Largactil in Abdullah Hassan’s blood. Professor 
Lader, of London University, testified at the 
inquest that the level of Largactil was 12 times 
the normal level in overdose cases. The dosage of 
another drug, Haloperidol, was four times 
higher than anything he had ever come across. 
The Professor said that the liver could not cope 
with drugs at such high doses. Following the 
inquest verdict of death by misadventure, the 
family are pressing for an inquiry into Abdullah 
Hassan’s death. (East London Advertiser 
8.4.83.) 


SEAMEN 


Bar on Somalis ‘did not break race law’ 


Three Somali seamen refused jobs on board the 
Uganda when the cruise ship was requisitioned to 
the Falklands task force were not the victims of 
unlawful discrimination, an industrial tribunal 
ruled. Racial discrimination in employing the 
crew was conceded by the Merchant Navy 
employment administration but the tribunal 
ruled that the agency was recruiting men to work 
wholly outside Great Britain and so was not 
covered by the Race Relations act. (Guardian 
6.4.83.) 


Levy cancelled 


The National Union of Seamen has decided to 
cancel the Asian manning levy by which 
shipowners pay the union £30 a head a year so 
that foreign seamen can be employed at a quarter 
of the union rates. In a letter to the General 
Council of British Shipping, Mr Jim Slater, 
secretary of the NUS, said the agreement implied 
that the union and the shipowners regarded such 
wage discrimination as legitimate. (Guardian 
30.3.83.) 
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